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The School of Humanities and Social Science is committed to providing an inclusive 
environment in which all cultures are accorded respect and all students and staff are expected 
to act with honesty, fairness, trustworthiness and accountability in dealings with others. The 
School recognises and respects the unique histories and cultures of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, their unbroken relationship with the lands and the waters of Australia 
over millennia, and the validity of Aboriginal ways of knowing. We are dedicated to 
reconciliation and to offering opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 
access and succeed in higher education. 
 

OVERVIEW 
Course Description Introduces the sociological perspective through an exploration of 

contemporary social and cultural issues. Topics may include: 
socialisation and identity, sex and gender, race and ethnicity, 
class and social inequality, globalisation and work, deviance and 
social control, and media and popular culture. Key sociological 
concepts and theories are used to examine social patterns, social 
action and social change. 
 

 
 
Contact Hours Callaghan 

Lecture 
Face to Face On Campus 
2 hour(s) per Week for 12 Weeks 
 
Tutorial 
Face to Face On Campus 
1 hour(s) per Week for 12 Weeks 

 
Contact Hour Requirement 
There is a compulsory attendance requirement in this course. All 
commencing students must participate in 80% of the tutorials. 
Commencing students are those who have commenced study at 
UON for the first time in 2020. Continuing students are those who 
have studied previously, either in an enabling program or any 
undergraduate or postgraduate program. 

 
Unit Weighting 10 
Workload Students are required to spend on average 120-140 hours of 

effort (contact and non-contact) including assessments per 10 
unit course. 
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CONTACTS 
Course Coordinator Callaghan 

Dr Steven Threadgold 
Steven.Threadgold@newcastle.edu.au 
 

Teaching Staff Other teaching staff will be advised on the course Blackboard site. 
 

School Office School of Humanities and Social Science 
McMullin Building 
Callaghan 
HASS@newcastle.edu.au 
02 4921 5155/7318 

SYLLABUS 
Course Content • Course content will be drawn from a selection of the following topics: 

• What is sociology? Developing a 'sociological imagination' 
• An overview of sociological perspectives and social research 
• Socialisation and identity 
• Sex and gender 
• Race, racism, ethnicity and multiculturalism 
• Work and unemployment 
• Class and social inequality 
• Deviance and social control 
• Media and popular culture 
• Sociology and digital media 
• Societal-environmental interactions 
 
 

Course Learning 
Outcomes 

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Identify and explain a range of sociological perspectives, concepts and research 
approaches. 
 
2. Understand and analyse inequality and power using sociological literature. 
 
3. Plan sociological research using foundational information literacy skills. 
 
4. Communicate sociological research findings. 
 
 

Course Materials:  Required Text: 
Germov, J. & Poole, M. (2019) 4th edition. Public Sociology: An Introduction to Australian 
Society. Allen & Unwin: Sydney.  
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ASSESSMENTS 
This course has 4 assessments. Each assessment is described in more detail in the sections below. 
 

 Assessment Name Due Date Involvement Weighting Learning 
Outcomes 

1 Tutorial exercises 
(Podcast) (15%) 

Thursday April 9, midnight. Group 15% 1, 4 

2 Library research report 
(LREP)(15%) 

Thursday March 26, midnight. Individual 15% 3 

3 Essay (40%) Thursday May 28, midnight. Individual 40% 1, 2, 3, 4 

4 Examination (30%) 
Online Quizzes 

Quiz 1: OPEN: Monday March 16, 
9am. CLOSE: Sunday March 22, 
midnight.  
 
Quiz 2: OPEN: Monday April 6, 9am. 
CLOSE: Sunday April 19, midnight.  
 
Quiz 3: OPEN: Monday May 11, 9am. 
CLOSE:  Sunday May 17, midnight 
 
Quiz 4:  OPEN: Monday June 1, 9am 
CLOSE: Sunday June 7, midnight. 

Individual 30% 1 

 

Late Submissions The mark for an assessment item submitted after the designated time on the due date, 
without an approved extension of time, will be reduced by 10% of the possible maximum mark 
for that assessment item for each day or part day that the assessment item is late. Note: this 
applies equally to week and weekend days. 
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Assessment 1 - Tutorial exercises (Podcast) (15%) 
Assessment Type Tutorial Exercises 
Purpose The podcast will focus on the application of sociological knowledge and the development of 

students' academic skills. Podcast involves learning the conceptual material, using relevant 
example and developing skills in terms of working with others. 
 

Description Students will form groups and will make a ten minute podcast in which they explain and 
critically discuss a key sociological concept or topic. All planning, preparation, writing, 
recording and uploading is up to each group to manage in their own time outside of class. One 
person from each group should nominate to upload an audio file to Turnitin on the due date. 
All group members will receive the same grade for this assessment. 
 
The 10 minute Group Podcast will focus on the application of sociological knowledge and the 
development of students' academic skills.   
 
In the third tutorial your tutor will place you in a group of up to 6 students to work together on 
the project. Record the names and contact details of your group members. Make a time to 
meet later that day or during the week to discuss the project.   
 
TOPICS to choose from:   
1. Sex and Gender: What role does society play in determining the 'rules of gender' for 
individuals in Australia?   
 
2. Class and Inequality: How does 'class' influence a person's cultural tastes, life 
experiences, health or occupation?   
 
3. Consumption and Lifestyles: How does consumption, consumerism and 
advertising influence a person's identity and life experiences?   
 
4. Youth Transitions and Youth Cultures: What does each approach emphasise, and is 
there anything that both of them miss out about the experience of youth and young 
adulthood?   
 
Tips for making the podcast:   
The first thing on the podcast recording should be the full name of all of the participants in 
your group, the topic and the day/time/room of you tutorial.   
 
Plan a clear structure: introduce your topic and know what each speaker is going to say.   
 
A good way to do this is could be to assign one person as the host and the other group 
members then discuss the topic taking a specific conceptual or theoretical point of view, with 
the hoist mediating between discussants.   
 
For all concepts or theories used or discussed, they must be explained. Treat the listener as if 
they have never heard of sociology and you need to make them understand the concepts and 
theories.   
 
Provide examples to illustrate concepts and theories. These can be from current events, but 
will be best if taken from actual published sociological research.   
 
The 10 minute time limit will be strictly enforced. Ensure that each person has the same 
amount of speaking time. You will need to rehearse together to ensure that your podcast fits 
the time limit.   
 
Once you reach 10 mins, the tutor will stop the listening regardless of if everyone has not had 
a chance to do their part and you will be marked down because of this AS A GROUP.   
 
Try not read! Hearing someone read off a script is hard to follow. Know your stuff and prepare 
so you can talk freely about your topic.   
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Don’t just regurgitate the course material. Say something about it! Have fun with it.  
 
Technical support and group work responsibilities:   
 
One of the things we are assessing is your ability to work as a group and to learn about using 
online tools and media on the run. In a world with short term and zero hour contracts, flexible 
employment, DIY and co-op workspaces, lack of on the job training and rapid technological 
change, this reflects what happens in actual career situations.   
 
Lecturers and tutors will not be providing technical support or help on how to do the recording. 
There are many apps and programs to do is, with huge amounts of online support on 
YouTube and the like. Again, to be clear, one of the things we are assessing is how as a 
group you can work together, source information and learn to do things independently.   
 
As students may be already familiar with technology to make podcast recordings, we do not 
mind what you use as long as it is in a common type of file, and the file is relatively small, and 
it can be uploaded successfully.   
 
There will be no extensions for losing files, compute crashes and other technical mishaps. 
This means that you need to prepare early, ensure that there are shared copies of files, etc.   
 
One particular simple free and user friendly App is Opinion. It is free to use for to make 10min 
recordings, so it has the added bonus of making you pay for anything over that, which is a 
good incentive to keep it under the time limit! - Here is a video that shows to use it: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r21RzYZNvJw  
 
Note: if you have any questions please speak to your tutor. 
 

Weighting 15% 
Due Date Thursday April 9, midnight. 
Submission Method Online 

Online copy to Turnitin, via the course's Blackboard site 
Assessment Criteria You will be marked on the following criteria:  

Your understanding of the course materials (lectures and readings from the textbook).   
How you respond to the prompt question – is it addressed fully?   
The structure and organisation of the podcast – is it presented clearly and logically? 
 

Return Method Online 
Feedback Provided Online  
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Assessment 2 - Library research report (15%) 
Assessment Type Report 
Purpose The Library Research and Essay Plan (LREP) is designed to help you prepare for your 

Essay. 
Description The LREP is a systematic way to organise your thinking and information gathering on an 

essay topic. Before writing your essay you are required to do the LREP addressing the 
items below. Feedback on this assignment will help with your essay. 
 
LREP Guidelines   
In completing this assignment use the below as a template to structure your content. Please 
address all of the following:   
 
Essay topic:   
Write down the essay topic you will research (chosen from the essay topics).   
Note: Students can change essay topics after they submit their LREP if they choose, though 
this is inadvisable.   
 
Starting point: Interpreting the topic (100 words)   
State your starting point for researching the essay topic. How did you interpret the topic? List 
the 5-7 key words you used to conduct your library research.   
 
Relevant sources of information found: (250 - 300 words)   
Provide a list of at least 6 references you found that are relevant to your essay topic.   
For each source of information: - Provide full bibliographic details in alphabetical order.   
See the Essay and Referencing Guidelines in the Course Guide, the Essay Writing Guide on 
Blackboard and the appropriate text book chapter for help.    
All sources used need to be sociological only.   
For each reference, explain in a sentence why you think it will be relevant and useful.   
 
Provide a brief essay plan: (250 - 300 words)   
Based on your research to date, write a brief essay plan for your topic that outlines the content 
and structure of your essay.   
 
Your plan should be outlined as follows:   
Introduction: requires a clear statement about how you intend to answer the question/address 
the topic and the theoretical perspectives to be used   
Body: should address how your essay will use social theory, use relevant contemporary 
examples and to make a coherent answer to the essay question. You should also give some 
thought to the logical flow of your material.   
Conclusion: a short statement linking your content and argument to the topic.   
(Note: the essay plan should be about 250 words and briefly indicate what you plan to cover. 
Short grammatical statements in dot point form are acceptable for this assignment only).  
 
Note: if you have any questions please speak to your tutor. 

Weighting 15% 
Length 750 words 
Due Date Thursday March 26, midnight. 
Submission Method Online copy to Turnitin, via the course's Blackboard site 
Assessment Criteria You will be marked of the following criteria:  

Your interpretation of the topic and identification of appropriate keywords for your library 
search.   
Your selection of appropriate resources.   
The structure and clarity of your essay plan – is it organised clearly and logically in a 
conventional essay format.   
Writing style; comprehensibility, spelling, grammar.   
Correct referencing in text and a reference list at the end of your essay following the School 
guidelines. 

Return Method Online 
Feedback Provided Online 
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Assessment 3 - Essay (40%) 
Assessment Type Essay 
Purpose The essay is a method of communicating your knowledge and understanding about a topic 

within a given timeframe and word limit. 
Description The essay is a method of communicating your knowledge and understanding about a topic 

within a given timeframe and word limit.   
 
Essay writing helps to develop analytical and communication skills by providing a method of 
collecting your thinking' about a topic in a logical, credible and persuasive way.   
 
In a sociology essay you are expected to:   
 
Use of a minimum of SIX academic sources, at least TWO of which should be from refereed 
journal articles (all referenced in your essay). The SIX academic sources excludes 
newspapers, current affairs magazines, and generic websites (online refereed journal articles 
and online reports by governments and non-government agencies are accepted).   
 
Read widely to critically review the field of sociological literature on a topic.   
 
Analyse a topic, develop a logical argument and use supporting evidence from your reading. 
Do not just give descriptive information, but also discuss various explanations/theories in the 
literature. In the introduction, briefly define key terms and introduce your argument/stance 
(i.e. your approach to answering the question and what your essay will cover).   
 
In the conclusion, briefly summarise the evidence and argument you have presented to 
answer the question.   
 
Direct quotes should NOT exceed 10% of your total word count. Short quotations (less than 
30 words) must be placed inside single ‘quotation marks’; long quotations (30 words or more) 
are single spaced and indented, but should be kept to minimum.   
 
Do not use dot points in your essay.   
 
Students may study collaboratively, but are warned not to copy each other's work as this may 
result in a fail grade. Additionally, do not use previous students' essays in any way.   
 
Ensure your material is referenced correctly using the Harvard in-text citation system and 
avoid plagiarism. (See also Textbook Chapters 24 and 25 for further essay help).   
 
Relevant information for essay topics can be found in your textbook, lecture references, and 
the Short Loan section of the library. You are encouraged to find your own sources as well.   
 
Lecture notes are not to be cited in essays. The textbook should be used as a starting point 
but should not be used too much as a source throughout the essay (i.e. you need to show 
your research skills).   
 
ESSAY QUESTIONS   
Choose one of the following:   
1. Critically analyse the statement that Australia is a 'classless society'.   
2. In what ways is gender difference a basis for inequality in contemporary society?   
3. Critically analyse the notion that Australia is an egalitarian society with reference to racism 
and ethnicity.   
4. In what ways do the media reinforce class, gender or race inequalities?   
5. In what ways are the processes of globalization impacting Australia, and are these changes 
beneficial or detrimental to society? 
 

Weighting 40% 
Length 1500 words 
Due Date Thursday May 28, midnight. 
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Submission Method Online copy to Turnitin, via the course's Blackboard site 
 

Assessment Criteria You will be marked on the following criteria:   
How you have answered the specific question.    
Your understanding of the course materials (lectures and readings from the textbook) and your 
own further reading and research.   
Your argument – does your essay take a specific stance or present a distinct reading of the 
essay question.   
The structure of your essay (including introduction, content, and conclusion – for instance, 
does your conclusion coherently summarize the main point(s) of your essay?).   
Writing style; comprehensibility, spelling, grammar.   
Correct referencing in text and a reference list at the end of your essay following the School 
guidelines. 
 

Return Method Online 
Feedback Provided Online  
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Assessment 4 - Examination (30%) 
Assessment Type In Term Test 
Purpose Students are to complete three quizzes that test their knowledge of the ideas, concepts, and 

theorists discussed in the required weekly readings and in the lecture 
 

Description Each quiz is comprised of 10 multiple-choice questions. The questions are based on course 
content covered in the three weeks of the course preceding the week in which the quiz takes 
place.  
 
Quiz 1: covers weeks 1, 2 and 3 
Quiz 2: covers weeks 4, 5, and 6 
Quiz 3: covers weeks 7, 8, and 9 
Quiz 4: covers weeks 10, 11 and 12.  
 
Each quiz will became available on the Monday at 9am and close at midnight on the Sunday 
of the same week. Quiz 2 will be open for 2 weeks so it doesn’t fully overlap with the due date 
of the Podcast.  
 
Students will have 30 minutes to complete the quiz. This time limit begins after the student 
has successfully logged on to the system. The 30-minute time limit and the randomisation of 
questions help to prevent cheating and promote academic integrity.   
 
In order to prepare for the quiz, students should complete the required reading from the 
textbook. They should also attend lectures and take notes. Tutors will be able to provide 
further preparation suggestions in class.   
 
When they are ready to undertake the quiz, students should find a quiet area where they have 
secure access to the Internet (obviously you do not want to use a computer that is prone to 
crashing or which drops its connection to the Internet). The University of Newcastle offers 
excellent computer facilities that can be used to complete the quiz, should students not have 
suitable access at home. Students are responsible for completing each quiz during the 
appropriate week. 
 

Weighting 30% 
 

Due Date Quiz 1: OPEN: Week 4, Monday March 16, 9am. CLOSE: Sunday March 22, midnight.  
Quiz 2: OPEN: Week 7, Monday April 6, 9am. CLOSE: Sunday April 19, midnight.  

Quiz 3: OPEN: Week 10, Monday May 11, 9am. CLOSE:  Sunday May 17, midnight 

Quiz 4:  OPEN: Week 13, Monday June 1, 9am CLOSE: Sunday June 7, midnight. 
 

Submission Method Online 
The quizzes will be completed via the course's blackboard page - see under the 'assessment' 
tab 

Assessment Criteria  
Return Method Online 
Feedback Provided Online  
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Grading Scheme  

This course is graded as follows: 

Range of 
Marks 

Grade Description 

85-100 High 
Distinction 
(HD) 

Outstanding standard indicating comprehensive knowledge 
and understanding of the relevant materials; demonstration of 
an outstanding level of academic achievement; mastery of 
skills*; and achievement of all assessment objectives. 

75-84 Distinction 
(D) 

Excellent standard indicating a very high level of knowledge 
and understanding of the relevant materials; demonstration of 
a very high level of academic ability; sound development of 
skills*; and achievement of all assessment objectives. 

65-74 Credit 
(C) 

Good standard indicating a high level of knowledge and 
understanding of the relevant materials; demonstration of a 
high level of academic achievement; reasonable development 
of skills*; and achievement of all learning outcomes. 

50-64 Pass 
(P) 

Satisfactory standard indicating an adequate knowledge and 
understanding of the relevant materials; demonstration of an 
adequate level of academic achievement; satisfactory 
development of skills*; and achievement of all learning 
outcomes. 

0-49 Fail 
(FF) 

Failure to satisfactorily achieve learning outcomes.  If all 
compulsory course components are not completed the mark 
will be zero. A fail grade may also be awarded following 
disciplinary action. 

 
*Skills are those identified for the purposes of assessment task(s). 

 
Communication 
Methods 

Communication methods used in this course include: 
 
 

Course Evaluation Each year feedback is sought from students and other stakeholders about the courses 
offered in the University for the purposes of identifying areas of excellence and potential 
improvement. 

 
Academic Misconduct All students are required to meet the academic integrity standards of the University. These 

standards reinforce the importance of integrity and honesty in an academic environment. 
Academic Integrity policies apply to all students of the University in all modes of study and in 
all locations. For the Student Academic Integrity Policy, refer to 
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=35. 
 

Adverse 
Circumstances 

You are entitled to apply for special consideration because adverse circumstances have had 
an impact on your performance in an assessment item. This includes applying for an 
extension of time to complete an assessment item. Prior to applying you must refer to the 
Adverse Circumstances Affecting Assessment Items Procedure, available at 
https://policies.newcastle.edu.au/document/view-current.php?id=236. All applications for 
Adverse Circumstances must be lodged via the online Adverse Circumstances system, along 
with supporting documentation. 
 
 

Important Policy 
Information 
 

The 'HELP for Students' tab in UoNline contains important information that all students should 
be familiar with, including various systems, policies and procedures. 

 
 
This course outline was approved by the Head of School. No alteration of this course outline is permitted without Head of School 
approval. If a change is approved, students will be notified and an amended course outline will be provided in the same manner as the 
original. 
© 2020 The University of Newcastle, Australia 
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Essay Writing Guide Essay and Referencing Guidelines  

These guidelines are drawn from: Williams, L. and Germov, J. 2001, Surviving First Year Uni, Sydney: Allen & Unwin. 
Germov, J. 2000, Get Great Marks for Your Essays, 2nd edn, Sydney: Allen and Unwin.  

Consult these books for more information on essay writing, referencing and general academic skills. See also Textbook 
Chapters 23 and 24 for further essay help.  

Essay structure 

The basic structure of an essay involves three parts:  

• The introduction: clarifies an essay topic for the reader. It should include what your essay will cover, the stance or 
argument you will take, and briefly define any key terms where necessary.  

• The body: a series of logically connected paragraphs where you describe and analyse material relevant to the topic 
(provide supporting evidence and explanations based on your reading of the literature).  

• The conclusion: a short summary, usually in one paragraph, of the evidence and argument presented to answer 
the essay question. New information should not be included in the conclusion. 

• Subheadings: unless otherwise stated, the use of subheadings in essays is optional.  

In writing a university level essay you should:  

• Use formal expression and avoid emotive phrases such as slang, clichés and stereotypes.  

• Critically analyse (i.e. evaluate strengths and weaknesses) the relevant literature on a topic by taking into account 
opposing viewpoints.  

• Always make use of supporting evidence drawn from authoritative and verifiable information sources. Unless you 
are requested to do so, avoid anecdotal, hypothetical and personal examples.  

• Acknowledge the sources of information used by an accepted system of referencing. This way you avoid plagiarism 
(theft of another author's work). It also allows readers (including markers) to confirm and follow-up on material 
you present.  

What about my opinion? Making your argument, theme or thesis  

• Your opinion or your preferred explanation or answer to a topic (sometimes called argument, theme or thesis) can 
only be persuasive if it is based on authoritative sources of information (i.e. academic books and journals that are 
related to the discipline you are studying). You should aim to form your opinion about a topic only after you have 
read the relevant literature and become aware of differing viewpoints.  

• The argument you present in your essay is your considered opinion about a topic, supported with detailed 
evidence and references.  

Interpreting your topic:  

• To help interpret your topic, use your lecture notes and textbook to gain a general understanding of the topic. 
However, do not reference or re-use lecture notes in your essays. If you want to use information used in a lecture, 
you will need to find the original source by conducting your own library research. Start with other introductory 
sociology books and a sociology dictionary, and use the lecture, tutorial and essay references as a guide.  

• When you take notes make sure that you record the bibliographic details (authors, dates of publication, titles, page 
numbers etc.) of the sources of information you used, as this will help you later when you need to compile your 
reference list.  

Writing up your essay  

Drafts:  
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• Writing is a time-consuming process. Once you have completed your notes, you should allow yourself enough time 
to produce at least 2 or 3 drafts before submitting your work.  

• Consider word limits as word targets: aim to write as close to the word limit as possible, 10% above or below the 
limit is acceptable.  

• Proof reading: always carefully check your final draft for any spelling, grammatical or referencing mistakes as 
marks will be deducted for such errors. What is referencing?  

When you use information from books and journal articles in assignments, you will generally be required to acknowledge 
your information sources - this is known as referencing. You should reference research findings, statistics, concepts and 
theories. You must always provide a reference for direct quotes AND paraphrased information (material put into your 
own words but derived from another source). This may mean that every paragraph in your assignment has at least one 
reference in it.  

How to use the Harvard in-text referencing system: 

There are many types of referencing systems. The preferred one in the Social Sciences is known as the Harvard in-text 
referencing system which is very similar to the APA system used by psychologists.  

The Harvard system includes references in the text of the essay, for example: (Bessant and Watts 2002: 5) - this reference 
tells the reader that information presented in the sentence or paragraph came from a source written by Bessant and Watts 
(surnames only) published in 2001 and found on page 5.  

All the other details about the information source such as the title, publisher and place of publication (known as 
bibliographical information) appear in a list of references at the end of your essay.  

Here are two examples of what in-text references can look like:  

Apple (1988: 56) states that... here the author's name is part of the sentence.  

Note the space between the author and the bracket. You may see some variations such as:  

(1988, p. 5) or (1988, 5) - Choose one and be consistent.  

It can be argued that... (Bryson 1992: 10-16).   

If the author is not mentioned in the sentence, then the full reference comes at the end, all in brackets, with the full stop 
after the bracket.  

Direct quotes and paraphrased material:  

• In general, aim to paraphrase (put in your own words) the information you gather from other sources. You must 
still provide a reference for paraphrased information.  

• Keep direct quotes to a minimum: no more than 10% of the word count. Copying slabs of information word for 
word is unacceptable as it is impossible to assess your understanding of the material.  

• When using a direct quote, always keep: the exact wording and spelling of the original source. Always include page 
number/s with the reference. For direct quotes less than 30 words: place in single quotation marks.  

• For direct quotes greater than 30 words: do not use quotation marks, but instead indent the quote from both the 
left and right margins.  

Bibliographic details and formatting your reference list:  

• Your reference list is attached to the end of your essay and includes all the bibliographic details of the information 
sources referenced in your essay. It is only necessary to include the actual information sources that you referenced 
in your essay. Do not include other sources that you might have looked at, but not referenced.  

• A reference list should be formatted consistently and organized in alphabetical order (by author surname).  
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The following reference list template includes examples of the information you need to record and include in your 
reference list.  

For books provide: All author surnames and initials of first names Date of publication Book title (italicised) Edition (where 
relevant) Place of publication Publisher  

Example: Bessant, J. and Watts, R. 2002. Sociology Australia, 2nd edn. Sydney: Allen & Unwin.  

For a chapter in an edited book, provide: All author surnames and initials of first names Date of publication of the book in 
which the chapter is contained Chapter title. Initials and surnames of editors, including the abbreviation (ed. or eds.) Book 
title (italicised) Edition (where relevant) Place of publication Publisher First and last page numbers of chapter  

Example: Poole, M. 2007. Socialisation and the new genetics. J. Germov and M. Poole (eds) Public Sociology: An 
Introduction to Australian Society, Sydney: Allen and Unwin, pp. 91-109.  

For a journal article, provide: All author surnames and initials of first names Date of publication of the journal in which the 
article is contained Article title Journal title (italicised) Volume and Issue numbers (where relevant; sometimes a month or 
season is used instead) First and last page numbers of the article (where available)  

Example: Baxter, J. 2002. Patterns of change and stability in the gender division of household labour in Australia, 1986- 
1997, Journal of Sociology, Vol. 38, Issue 4, pp. 399-424.  

Note: When you access journals from online databases, reference them in the usual way (as above) as long as the journals 
are also produced in hard copy. You can usually tell if a hard copy version is available when the online version is made 
available as a pdf copy of the original printed version. In such cases, online and hard copy versions do not differ and there 
is no need to include the URL and date accessed details because the actual articles are the same - only the means of 
accessing them is different. Some journals, such as the Electronic Journal of Sociology and Sociological Research Online, are 
only available online and thus you should include the URL (web address) and the date you accessed the website in these 
cases  

For a web source, provide: All author surnames and initials of first names where available (sometimes the author is an 
organisation) Date of publication or last revision/modification (often included at the bottom of a web site) Title of the 
publication and or particular section of a web site (italicised or underlined) Title of the web site and the web address (URL) 
Date you accessed the web site (because web information is often subject to change) Web  

Example: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2002, Australian Social Trends 2004, ABS website, www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/, 
Canberra: ABS, date accessed: 14 February 2007. 
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Week 1: The Sociological Gaze: Studying Society and Culture  
The course material this week provides a general overview of the discipline of sociology and highlights the key features of 
SOCA1010, which focuses on contemporary social and cultural issues in Australia. The Sociological Imagination Template 
(devised from Willis 2004) is introduced as a handy way of summarising the sociological perspective and what it means to 
look upon the world with a ‘sociological eye’.  
 
Reading:  
Chapter 1. The sociological gaze: Linking private lives to public issues - John Germov and Marilyn Poole  
Chapter 5. How we become who and what we are: Socialisation and the new genetics - Marilyn Poole  
 
Key concepts: sociology, sociological imagination, social structure, agency, socialisation. 
 
Additional references (for assignments and extended reading):   
 
Steve’s Introduction to Sociology YouTube Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcqxJuZ278g&list=PLuRWUSe2BunH96EQTzH1UaBin84sO2Lji  
 
Van Krieken, R., Smith, P., Habibis, D., Smith, P., Hutchins, B. Haralambos, M., & Holborn, M. 2013. Sociology: Themes and 
Perspectives, 5th ed., Frenchs Forest: Pearson Education.  
 
Willis, E. 2011. The Sociological Quest, 5th edn, Sydney: Allen & Unwin.  
 
Fulcher, J. and Scott, J. 2003. Sociology, 2nd edn, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  
 
Bauman, Z. and May, T. 2014. Thinking Sociologically. Malden: Blackwell.  
 
Harambam J & Aupers S 2019, ‘I Am Not a Conspiracy Theorist”: Relational Identifications in the Dutch Conspiracy Milieu’, 
Cultural Sociology, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 113-129. 
 
Cetina, KK 2009 ‘What is a Pipe? Obama and the Sociological Imagination,’ Theory, Culture & Society, vol. 26, no. 5, pp. 
129-140.  
 
Grabe, ME 2002, ‘Maintaining the Moral Order: A Functional Analysis of “The Jerry Springer Show”’, Critical Studies in 
Media Communication, vol. 19, no. 3, pp. 311-328. 
 
Ball, SJ, Davies, J, David, M & Reay, D 2002, ‘Classification' and 'Judgement': Social class and the 'cognitive structures' of 
choice of Higher Education’, British Journal of Sociology of Education, vol. 23, no. 1, pp. 51-72.  
 
Schwalbe, M, Godwin S, Holden, D, Schrock, D, Thompson, S & Wolkomir, M 2000, ‘Generic Processes in the Reproduction 
of Inequality: An Interactionist Analysis’, Social Forces, vol. 79, no. 2, pp. 419-452. 
  
Côté, J & Bynner, J 2008, ‘Changes in the transition to adulthood in the UK and Canada: the role of structure and agency in 
emerging adulthood’, Journal of Youth Studies, vol. 11, no. 3, pp. 251-268.  
 
Holdsworth, C & Morgan, D 2007, ‘Revisiting the generalized other: an exploration’, Sociology, vol. 41, no. 3, pp. 401-417.   
 
Collett, JL 2005, ‘“What kind of mother am I? Impression management and the social construction of motherhood’, 
Symbolic Interaction, vol. 28, no. 3, pp. 327-347. 
 
Walker, K 2000, ‘“It’s difficult to hide it”: The presentation of self on internet home pages’, Qualitative Sociology, vol. 23, 
no. 1, pp. 99-120.  

 
   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcqxJuZ278g&list=PLuRWUSe2BunH96EQTzH1UaBin84sO2Lji


SOCA1010: Society and Culture: A Sociological Introduction 
Callaghan Semester 1 - 2020   

 

Page 15 of 31 
 

Week 2: Sociological Theory  
Sociological theory grew out of some very simple questions about the social and economic realities of ordinary people such 
as: How is social order possible? Why does social change occur? Why are some groups poor and others wealthy and 
powerful? However, the answers to these questions are complex and demand some hard critical thinking – using the 
sociological imagination. Sociological theories can be used to ask and even answer some interesting questions, like those 
above. The course material this week aims to give an accessible overview of some of the foundational sociological theorists 
and theories that have shaped the discipline.  
 
Readings:  
Chapter 2. Sociological foundations: Early theorists and theories - Marilyn Poole and John Germov  
 
Chapter 3. Contemporary sociological theorists and theories - Marilyn Poole and John Germov  
 
Key concepts: Anomie, class, feminism, functionalism, Marxism, positivism, Weberianism, social Darwinism, social closure, 
social order.  
 
Additional references:  
Steve’s Theory, Theorists, Sociologists and Research YouTube Playlist: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1HRK6P5M2s&list=PLuRWUSe2BunGXNQIeAEMWENG8QpogrM3j  
 
Willis, E. 2011, The Sociological Quest, 5th edn, Sydney: Allen & Unwin, chapter 7  
 
Royce, E. 2015. Classical Social Theory and Modern Society. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.  
 
Lo, M-C. M. 2015. Conceptualizing ‘unrecognized cultural currency’: Bourdieu and everyday resistance among the 
dominated. Theory and Society. 44:125-152.  
 
Elliott, A. 2014. Contemporary Social Theory: An introduction. Hoboken : Taylor and Francis.  
 
Elliott, A. 2014. Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory. Hoboken: Taylor and Francis.  
 
Connell, R. 2007. Southern theory: the global dynamics of knowledge in social. Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin. 
 
Wray, M, Colen, C & Pescosolido, B 2011, ‘The Sociology of Suicide’, Annual Review of Sociology, vol. 37, no. 1, pp. 505-528.  
 
Back, L & Tate, M 2015 ‘For a Sociological Reconstruction: W.E.B. Du Bois, Stuart Hall and Segregated 
Sociology’, Sociological Research Online, vol. 20, no. 2, pp. 1-12.  
 
Kushner HI & Sterk, CE 2005, ‘The Limits of Social Capital: Durkheim, Suicide, and Social Cohesion’, American Journal of 
Public Health, vol.  95, no. 7, pp. 1139-1143. 

Inglis, D & Robertson, R 2008, ‘The Elementary Forms of Globality: Durkheim and the Emergence and Nature of Global 
Life’, Journal of Classical Sociology, vol. 8, no. 1, pp. 5-25.  

Santore D 2008, ‘Romantic Relationships, Individualism and the Possibility of Togetherness: Seeing Durkheim in Theories of 
Contemporary Intimacy’. Sociology, vol. 42, no. 6, pp. 1200-1217.  

Burkhardt, BC & Connor, BT 2016, ‘Durkheim, Punishment, and Prison Privatization’, Social Currents, vol. 3, no. 1, pp. 
84-99.  

McKinnon, AM 2010, ‘Elective Affinities of the Protestant Ethic: Weber and the Chemistry of Capitalism’, Sociological 
Theory, vol. 28, no. 1, pp. 108-126.  

Foster, JB & Holleman, H 2012 ‘Weber and the Environment: Classical Foundations for a Postexemptionalist Sociology,’ 
American Journal of Sociology, vol. 117, no. 6, pp. 1625-1673. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1HRK6P5M2s&list=PLuRWUSe2BunGXNQIeAEMWENG8QpogrM3j
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Forte, JM 2008, ‘Religion and capitalism: Weber, Marx and the materialist controversy’ Philosophy & Social Criticism, vol. 
34, no. 4, pp. 427-448. 

Schroeder, R & Ling, R 2014, ‘Durkheim and Weber on the social implications of new information and communication 
technologies’, New Media & Society, vol. 16, no. 5, pp. 789-805.   

Kreiss, D, Finn, M & Turner, F 2011, ‘The limits of peer production: Some reminders from Max Weber for the network 
society’, New Media & Society, vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 243-259.  

Mocombe, PC 2017, ‘The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism; and the Vodou Ethic and the Spirit of Communism’ 
Sociology, vol. 51, no. 1, pp. 76-90.  

Archibald, WP 2009, ‘Marx, Globalization and Alienation: Received and Underappreciated Wisdoms’, Critical Sociology, vol. 
35, no. 2, pp. 151-174. 

 Brook, P 2009, ‘The Alienated Heart: Hochschild’s ‘emotional labour’ thesis and the anticapitalist politics of 
alienation’, Capital & Class, vol. 33, no. 2, pp. 7-31. 

Watson, TJ 2009, ‘Work and the Sociological Imagination: The Need for Continuity and Change in the Study of Continuity 
and Change’, Sociology, vol. 43, no. 5, pp. 861-877.  
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Week 3: Sex and Gender  
SEX refers to biological differences between male and female persons, while GENDER refers to social and cultural 
differences between masculinity and femininity. As sociologists we are concerned with gender -- how people act and think 
in ‘gendered’ ways. Patriarchy, the unequal balance of structural power between men and women, is also a major focus of 
sociological enquiry. We ask questions like: How do gender stereotypes get reinforced in the media? Why are women still 
paid much less than men? Why do men suffer poor health outcomes and shorter lives? We look at the rigidity of gender 
categories in Australia, and how people internalise strict ideas about gender. The course material also covers the major 
kinds of feminist theorising, and looks at the new academic field of queer theory, which examines sexuality.  
 
Reading: Chapter 12. Gender and sexualities - Julia Coffey & Akane Kanai  
 
Key concepts: sex, gender, gender order, hegemonic masculinity, patriarchy, Liberal Feminism, Radical Feminism, 
Poststructuralist Feminism, sexuality, queer theory, heterosexism.  
 
Additional references:  
Connell, RW. 2009. Gender. 2nd ed. Polity Press: Cambridge. Chapter 1  
 
Wharton, Amy S. 2009. The sociology of gender: An introduction to theory and research. John Wiley & Sons, Introduction.  
 
Harris, A. 2004. Future girl: Young women in the twenty-first century. Psychology Press.  
 
Halberstam, J. 2012. Female Masculinity. Durham: Duke University Press.  
 
Nicolazzo, Z. 2016. "Just Go in Looking Good": The Resilience, Resistance, and Kinship-Building of Trans* College Students. 
Journal of College Student Development. 57(5), pp. 538-556.  
 
Hearn, J. 2014 Men, Masculinities and Social Theory. Taylor and Francis.  
 
Cottingham, M.D. 2016. Theorizing emotional capital. Theory and Society. 45: 451–470.  
 
Ehrlich, S. Meyerhoff, M. and Holmes, J. 2014. The handbook of language, gender, and sexuality. Hoboken: 
Wiley-Blackwell.  
 
Coffey J. 2016. 'I put pressure on myself to keep that body': 'Health'-related body work, masculinities and embodied 
identity. Social Theory and Health. 14: 169-188.  
Sharp M and Nilan P. 2015. Queer punx: young women in the Newcastle hardcore space. Journal of Youth Studies. 18 
451-467.  
 
Nayak, A. and Kehily, MJ. 2013. Gender, youth and culture: Young masculinities and femininities. Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Risman, BJ 2004, ‘Gender As a Social Structure: Theory Wrestling with Activism’, Gender & Society, vol. 18, no. 4, pp. 
429-450.  
 
Jackson, Carolyn, and Penny Tinkler. 2007. "‘Ladettes’ and ‘modern girls’:‘Troublesome’ young femininities." The 
Sociological Review 55.2: 251-272.  
 
Crofts, Jessica, and Julia Coffey. 2016. "Young women’s negotiations of gender, the body and the labour market in a 
post-feminist context." Journal of Gender Studies. 1-15. 
 
Anderson E 2002, ‘Openly Gay Athletes: Contesting Hegemonic Masculinity in a Homophobic Environment.’ Gender & 
Society, vol. 16, no. 6, pp. 860-877.  
 
Connell, R 2014, ‘The sociology of gender in Southern perspective’, Current Sociology, vol. 62, no. 4.  
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Sailors, PR, Teetzel S & Weaving C 2012, ‘No Net Gain: A critique of media representations of women's Olympic beach 
volleyball’, Feminist Media Studies, vol. 12, no. 3, pp. 468-472.  
 
Paul, AM 2015, ‘Negotiating Migration, Performing Gender,’ Social Forces, vol. 94, no. 1, pp. 271-293.  
 
Baker, J 2010 ‘Claiming Volition and Evading Victimhood: Post-Feminist Obligations for Young Women. Feminism & 
Psychology, vol. 20, no. 2, pp. 186–204. 
 
Milkie, MA, Raley, SB and Bianchi, SZ 2009, ‘Taking on the second shift: time allocations and time pressures of U.S. 
parents with preschoolsers.’ Social Forces, vol. 88, no. 2, pp. 487-517.  
 
 
Erickson, RJ 2005, ‘Why emotion work matters: sex, gender, and the division of household labor,’ Journal of Marriage and 
Family, vol. 67, no. 2, pp. 337-351. 
 
Gieseler, C 2017, Gender-reveal parties: performing community identity in pink and blue.’ Gender Studies, vol. 27, no. 6, 
pp. 661-671. 
 
Risman, BJ 2004, ‘Gender As a Social Structure: Theory Wrestling with Activism,’ Gender & Society, vol. 18, no. 4, pp. 
429-450.   
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Week 4: Class and Inequality in Australia 
The course material this week will discuss the evolution and usefulness of class as a concept in sociology comparing the 
approach of such figures as Marx, Weber and Bourdieu. It will discuss the shifts from understanding class in a traditional 
capital-labour schema and through group location in relations of economic production (in debates about the ‘new middle 
class’ and ‘underclass’), to a further emphasis on cultural capital, consumption and leisure. Historical evidence about the 
significance and persistence of social class and class-related inequality in Australian society will be examined.  
 
Reading: Chapter 11. Class and inequality in Australia - Mark Western, Janeen Baxter and John Germov 
 
Key concepts: class, consumption, cultural capital, underclass  
 
Additional references:  
Van Krieken, R., Smith, P., Habibis, D., Smith, P., Hutchins, B. Haralambos, M., & Holborn, M. (2006), Sociology: Themes and 
Perspectives, 3rd Australian edn, Frenchs Forest: Pearson Education, Chapter 7  
 
McLachlan, Rosalie, Geoff Gilfillan, and Jenny Gordon. Deep and persistent disadvantage in Australia. Productivity 
Commission, 2013.  
 
Skeggs, B. 2004. Class, Self, Culture. Routledge: London.  
 
Skeggs, Beverley. 2012. Reacting to Reality Television: Performance, Audience and Value. Hoboken: Taylor and Francis.  
 
Holgersson, U. 2016. Class: Feminist and cultural perspectives. Milton: Taylor and Francis.  
 
Atkinson, W. 1010. Class, individualization, and late modernity: in search of the reflexive worker. Houndsmill: Palgrave 
Macmillan.  
 
Bennett, T. et al. 2008. Culture, Class, Distinction. Hoboken: Taylor & Francis.  
 
Atkinson, W. Roberts, S and Savage, M. 2012. Class Inequality in Austerity Britain. Houndsmill: Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Grenfell, M. (Ed) 2012. Pierre Bourdieu: key concepts. Durham: Acumen.  
 
Webb, J. et al 2002. Understanding Bourdieu. Sydney: Allen & Unwin. 
 
Savage, M, Devine, F, Cunningham, N, Taylor, M, Li, Y, Hjellbrekke, J & Miles, A 2013, ‘A new model of social class? Findings 
from the BBC’s Great British Class Survey experiment’, Sociology, vol. 47, no. 2, pp. 219-250.  

 
Vincent, C & Ball, SJ 2007, ‘“Making up” the middle-class child: families, activities and class dispositions’, Sociology, vol. 47, 
no. 6, pp. 1061-1077. 
 
Sklair, L 1996, ‘Conceptualising and researching the transnational capitalist class in Australia’, The Australian and New 
Zealand Journal of Sociology, vol. 32, no. 2, pp. 1-19.  
 
Wacquant, L 2013, Symbolic power and group-making: On Pierre Bourdieu’s reframing of class. Journal of Classical 
Sociology, vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 274-291.  
 
Ball, SJ, Davis, J, David, M, and Reay, D 2002, ‘“Classification” and “Judgement”: Social class and the “cognitive structures” 
of choice of Higher Education, British Journal of Sociology of Education, vol. 23, no. 1, pp. 51-72. 
 
Bathmaker, A, Ingram, N & Waller. R 2013, ‘Higher education, social class and the mobilisation of capitals: recognising and 
playing the game’, British Journal of Sociology of Education, vol. 34, no. 5-6, pp. 723-743. 
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Allen, K & Mendick, H 2013, ‘“Keeping it real?” Social class, young people and “authenticity” in reality TV’, Sociology, vol. 
47, no. 3, pp. 460-476.  
 
Tyler, I & Bennett, B 2010, ““Celebrity chav”: Fame, femininity and social class’, European Journal of Cultural Studies, vol. 
13, no. 3, pp. 375-393.  

  
Acker, J 2004, ‘Gender, capitalism and globalization’, Critical Sociology, vol. 30, no. 1, pp. 17-41.  
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Week 5: Consumption and Lifestyles 
The course material this week investigates the rise of consumer culture and the role it plays in shaping our identity and 
lifestyles. Are we all just hedonistic consumers now, or can (ethical) consumption play a role in positive social change?  
 
Reading: Chapter 8. Consumption and lifestyles - Ian Woodward  
 
Key concepts: commodified self, consumerism, conspicuous consumption, individualisation, lifestyle, materialism, 
post-modernity  
 
Additional references:  
Bauman, Z. 2013. Consuming life. John Wiley & Sons.  
 
Humphrey, Kim 2010. Excess: Anti-Consumerism in the West. Polity Press: Cambridge.  
 
Patterson, Mark 2006. Consumption and Everyday Life. Routledge: London.  
 
Smart, Barry 2012. Consumer Society: Critical Issues and Environmental Consequences. Sage: London.  
 
Sassatelli, Roberta 2007. Consumer Culture: History, Theory, and Politics. Sage: London.  
 
Mathur, N. 2014. Consumer Culture, Modernity and Identity. New Delhi: Sage. 
 
Adorno, Theodore and Max Horkheimer 1944, ‘The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception’ in Dialectic of 
Enlightenment. Available at:   
www.marxists.org/reference/archive/adorno/1944/culture-industry.htm 
 
Klein, Naomi 2001. No Logo, London: Flamingo. 
 
Zukin, Sharon and Jennifer Smith Maguire 2004, ‘Consumers and Consumption’ in Annual Review of Sociology,  Vol. 30, 
pp. 173-197.  
 
Trigg, Andrew B. 2001, ‘Veblen, Bourdieu and Conspicuous Consumption’ in Journal of Economic Issues, Vol .35,  No. 1, 
pp. 99-115.  
 
Warde, Alan 2005, ‘Consumption and Theories of Practice’ in Journal of Consumer Culture, Vol. 5, no. 2, pp. 131- 153.  
 
Ritzer, George 2003, ‘The Globalization of Nothing’ in SAIS Review, Vol. 23, No. 2, pp. 189-200. 
 
Bryman, Alan 1999, ‘The Disneyization of Society’ in The Sociological Review, Vol. 47, pp. 25 -47.  
 
Miles, S., Cliff, D. and Burr, V. 1998, ‘“Fitting in and sticking out”: Consumption, consumer meanings and the  
  construction of young people’s identities’, Journal of Youth Studies, vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 81-96. 
 
Miller, Daniel 2008, The Comfort of Things, Polity Press: Cambridge.  
 
Miller, Daniel 2001, ‘The Poverty of Morality’ in Journal of Consumer Culture, Vol. 1, No. 2, pp. 225-243. 
 
Miller, Daniel 2012, Consumption and its Consequences, Polity Press: Cambridge.  
 
Hawkins, Gay 2009, ‘The Politics of Bottled Water: Assembling Bottled Water as Brand, Waste and Oil’ in Journal  of 
Cultural Economy, Vol. 2, Nos 1 – 2, pp. 183 – 195.  
 
 

http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/adorno/1944/culture-industry.htm
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Week 6: Youth Transitions and Culture  
The course material this week explores the concept and the reality of ‘youth’ in contemporary Australia. In address 
questions such as: What do we mean by youth? How have our definitions of youth changed over time? Are there such 
things as youth subcultures? Why are youth often stigmatised in the media as a social problems?  
 
Reading: Chapter 6. Youth transitions and youth culture - Pam Nilan  
 
Key concepts: deviance, habitus, identity, hybridity, moral panics, stigma, subcultures  
 
Additional references:  
Baker, Sarah, Bob Buttigieg, and Brady Robards, eds. (2015) Youth Cultures and Subcultures: Australian Perspectives. 
Ashgate.  
 
Nilan, P., Julian, R. & Germov, J. (2007), Australian Youth: Social and Cultural Issues, Melbourne: Pearson Education.  
 
Harris, A. 2004, Future Girl: Young Women in the Twenty-first Century, London: Routledge.  
 
White, R. & Wyn, J. 2004, Youth and Society: Exploring the Social Dynamics of Youth Experience, Oxford University Press, 
Oxford.  
 
Furlong, A. 2012. Youth Studies: An Introduction. Routledge: London.  
 
Furlong, A. and Cartmel, F. 2007. Young People and Social Change. Open University Press: Maidenhead.  
 
Woodman, D. and Threadgold, S. 2014. Critical Youth Studies in an Individualised and Globalised World: Making the Most 
of Bourdieu and Beck in P. Kelly and A. Kamp (eds) Critical Youth Studies. Bedfordshire: Brill.  
 
Sukarieh, M. and Tannock, S. 2015. Youth Rising? The Politics of Youth in the Global Economy. Routledge: New York.  
 
France, A 2007. Understanding Youth in Late Modernity. Open University Press: Maidenhead. 
 
Burgess, A 2018, ‘Individualization revisited: global family developments, uncertainty and risk’, Journal of Risk Research, 
vol. 21, no. 1, pp. 83-95. 
 
Coffey, J. 2016. Body Work: Youth, Gender and Health.  Routledge: London. 
 
Farrugia, D. 2018. Spaces of youth: work, citizenship and culture in a global context. Routledge: London.  
 
Farrugia, D. 2016. Youth homelessness in late modernity: reflexive identities and moral worth. Springer: Singapore.  
 
Nilan, P. 2017. Muslim youth in the diaspora: challenging extremism through popular culture. Routledge: London.  
 
Threadgold, S. 2018. Youth, Class and Everyday Struggles. Routledge: London. 
 
Cook, J. 2018. Imagined Futures Hope, Risk and Uncertainty, Springer.  
 
Kelly, P. 2000. Youth as an Artefact of Expertise: Problematizing the Practice of Youth Studies in an Age of Uncertainty. 
Journal of Youth Studies. 3(3): 301–315. 
 
Woodman, Dan 2010, ‘Class, individualisation and tracing processes of inequality in a changing world: a  reply to Steven 
Roberts. Journal of Youth Studies, 13 (6), 737_746.  
 



SOCA1010: Society and Culture: A Sociological Introduction 
Callaghan Semester 1 - 2020   

 

Page 23 of 31 
 

Woodman, Dan 2009, ‘The mysterious case of the pervasive choice biography: Ulrich Beck, structure/agency,  and the 
middling state of theory in the sociology of youth’. Journal of Youth Studies, Vol. 12, No. 3, pp.  243-256.  
 
Roberts, Steven 2010, ‘Misrepresenting “choice biographies”? A Reply to Woodman’ in Journal of Youth Studies,  Vol. 13, 
No. 1, pp 137-149.  
 
Threadgold, S. 2011, Should I Pitch my Tent in the Middle Ground? On ‘Middling Tendency’, Beck and Inequality  in Youth 
Sociology, Journal of Youth Studies, Vol. 14, No. 4, June 2011, pp. 381-393. 
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Week 7: Globalising Power 
The course material this week summarises the key features of the sociological perspective, reviewing many of the issues 
covered throughout the course via the lens of globalisation. It ends by providing you with a few tools for further 
developing your own sociological imagination.  
 
Reading: Chapter 18. Globalisation, power, and social movements - Jan Pakulski  
 
Key concepts: agency, globalisation, scientism, social structure, sociological determinism.  
 
Additional references:  
Beck, U. 2000, What is Globalisation?, Cambridge: Polity.  
 
Pakulski, J. 2004, Globalising Inequalities, Sydney: Allen & Unwin.  
 
Ruggiero, V.R. 1996, A Guide to Sociological Thinking, California: Sage.  
 
Willis, E. 2004, The Sociological Quest, 4th edn., Sydney: Allen & Unwin.  
 
Scharmer, C. O. 2016. TheoryU: leading from the future as it emerges. Berrett-Koehler Publishers.  
 
Schreuder, Y. 2012. Unintended consequences: Climate change policy in a globalizing world. Environment and Society. 3: 
103–122. 
 
Woodman, D. Threadgold, S. and Possamai-Inesedy, A. 2015. Prophet of a New Modernity: Ulrich Beck’s  Legacy for 
Sociology. Journal of Sociology. 51(4): 1117-1131. 
 
Nilan, Pam & Carles Feixa (Eds) 2006, Global Youth? Hybrid Identities, Plural Worlds, Routledge: London.  
 
Beck, U & Sznaider, N 2006, ‘Unpacking cosmopolitanism for the social sciences: a research agenda’, British Journal of 
Sociology, vol. 56, no. 1, pp. 1-12. 
 
Giulianotti, R & Robertson, R 2007, ‘Forms of Glocalization: Globalization and the Migration Strategies of Scottish Football 
Fans in North America’, Sociology, vol. 41, no. 1, pp. 133-152.  
 
Mills, M & Blossfeld, H 2003, ‘Globalization, uncertainty and changes in early life courses’, Zeitschrift für 
Erziehungswissenschaft, vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 188-218.  
 
Bartelson, J 2000, ‘Three Concepts of Globalization. International Sociology, 15(2), 180–196. 
 
Meyer, JW 2000, ’Globalization: Sources and Effects on National States and Societies’, International Sociology, vol. 15, no. 
2, pp. 233-248.  
 
Turner, BS 2007, ‘The Enclave Society: Towards a Sociology of Immobility’, European Journal of Social Theory, vol. 10,  no. 
2, pp. 287-304. 
 
Urry, J 2010, ‘Mobile Sociology’, British Journal of Sociology, vol. 61, no. s1, pp. 347-366.  
 
Marsh, R 2014, ‘Modernization Theory, Then and Now’, Comparative Sociology, vol. 13, no. 3, pp. 261-283.  
 
Sassen, S 2004, ‘Local Actors in Global Politics’, Current Sociology, vol. 52, no. 4, pp. 649-670.  
Castles, S 2003, ‘Towards a Sociology of Forced Migration and Social Transformation,’ Sociology, vol. 37, no. 1, pp. 13-34.    
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Week 8 Race and Ethnicity 
From the White Australia policy, to assimilation policies, to multiculturalism, the rise of One Nation, and more recently 
‘refugees in detention’ and the Cronulla riots – The course material this week presents a sociological review of immigration 
and refugee debates in Australia, with particular attention to moral panics, national identity and the rise of notions of 
‘un-Australian’.  
 
Reading: Chapter 13. Ethnicity and belonging - Zlatko Skrbis and Jonathan Smith  
 
Key concepts: assimilation, discrimination, ethnocentrism, identity, moral panics, stereotypes, multiculturalism, 
nationalism  
 
Additional references:  
Healey, J. 2016. Multiculturalism and Australian Identity. The Spinney Press.  
 
Moran, L. 2016. Constructions of race: symbolic ethnic capital and the performance of youth identity in multicultural 
Australia, Ethnic and Racial Studies. 39(4): 708-726.  
 
Poynting, S. 2006. What caused the Cronulla riot? Race & Class 48.1: 85-92.  
 
Nena Foster, Kay Cook, Sarah Barter-Godfrey, and Samantha Furneaux 2011. Fractured multiculturalism: Conflicting 
representations of Arab and Muslim Australians in Australian print media’. Media, Culture & Society 33: 619-629  
 
Smith, P. and Phillips, T. 2001. Popular understandings of "unAustralian": an investigation of the un-national. Journal of 
Sociology, 37: (4): 323-339.  
 
Castles, S. Foster, W., Iredale, R. & Withers, G. 1998. Immigration and Australia, Sydney: Allen & Unwin, pp. 1-23 and 
91-119; extract available from the Sociology Extra website at: www.allenandunwin.com/academic/socaust.asp  
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Week 9 Australian Aborigines:  
Indigenous Australians continue to experience significant social inequality and prejudice in Australia. The course material 
this week reviews the sociological debates on race and racism in the context of Australian politics – past and present. ‘The 
Last Dream’ documentary by John Pilger shows the historical dispossession and social marginalisation suffered by 
Aboriginal Australians.  
 
Reading: Chapter 14. Race and reconciliation in Australia - Meredith Green and Sherry Saggers  
 
Key concepts: assimilation, colonialism, identity politics, structural inequality, institutional racism, race, racism, 
self-determination, social Darwinism, Stolen Generation.  
 
Additional references:  
Bringing them Home: Report of the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children 
from Their Families, April 1997. Online version available at:  
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/special/rsjproject/rsjlibrary/hreoc/stolen/  
 
McLeod, J. & Yates, L. 2003, Who is 'Us'? Students Negotiating Discourses of Racism and National Identification in Australia 
Race, Ethnicity and Education, Vol. 6, No. 1, 29 – 49,  
 
Hickey, S. D. 2016. ’They say I’m not a typical Blackfella’: Experiences of racism and ontological insecurity in urban 
Australia. Journal of Sociology, 52(4), pp. 725-740. 
 
Butler, K. 2006.  '(Re)presenting indigeneity: The possibilities of Australian sociology', Journal of Sociology, 42 369-381.  
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Week 10: Media and Popular Culture  
Media ‘mediate’ between ourselves and reality and the media have always been with us. Media both reflect reality for us 
and constitute reality for us at the same time. Sadly, we cannot look through media to see the truth. Media 
representations are always just that – representations. Media is part of popular culture, but popular culture includes 
trends, activities, fashions, cultural and leisure practices, kinds of talk and behaviour. We usually think of popular culture as 
belonging to the young, but think then of bus tours and lawn bowls? In the globalised world, both media and popular 
culture are commodified for us by global and transnational culture industries – we are ‘networked’ in to the global 
interface of culture.  
 
Reading: Chapter 22. Media and popular culture - Timothy Marjoribanks  
 
Key concepts: mass media, time-space compression, high culture, popular culture, habitus, hyper-real, simulacra, 
branding.  
 
Additional references:  
Ringrose, Jessica. 2011. "Exploring ‘sexualization’ and how teen girls perform/negotiate digital sexual identity on social 
networking sites." In New femininities: Postfeminism, neoliberalism and subjectivity, Rosalind Gill and Christina Scharff (ed.) 
99-116.  
 
McKnight, D., and Hobbs., M. (2011) ‘You’re All a Bunch of Pinkos’: Rupert Murdoch and the Politics of HarperCollins. 
Media, Culture and Society, 33(6) 835–850.  
 
Hobbs, M. (2010) ‘Neo-conned: The Murdoch Press and the Iraq War’, The International Journal of Media and Cultural 
Politics, 6(2), 187-207.  
 
Roberts, J. 2016. Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Popular Fantasy : Beyond boy wizards and kick-ass chicks. Taylor 
and Francis.  
 
Mast, J. 2016. Negotiating the ‘real’ in ‘reality shows’: production side discourses between deconstruction and 
reconstruction. Media, Culture & Society. 38(6) 901–917.  
 
Ringrose, J. and Harvey, L. 2015. "Boobs, back-off, six packs and bits: Mediated body parts, gendered reward, and sexual 
shame in teens' sexting images." Continuum 29.2: 205-217.  
 
Gill, R. 2007. Gender and the Media. Polity.  
 
Coffey, J. 2013. "'Body pressure': negotiating gender through body work practices." Youth Studies Australia. 32.2: 39. 
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Week 11: Digital Sociology  
Digital media technologies have become central to the way we live: they wake us up in the morning, provide us our daily 
news, connect us to ‘friends’, provide us with maps and track our movements. What does the rise of social media mean for 
the mediation between ourselves and ‘reality’? Are we now Information and Communication Technology (ICTs) cyborgs? 
What does this mean for the traditional divide between public and private? How does the rise of Web 2.0 create new 
moral panics, new opportunities and new risks? What are the implications of the ‘quantified self’ as we are increasingly 
tracked, measured, evaluated and sold stuff through our own usage of digital devices? What new inequalities evolve 
around these developments? This week will be considering these questions and more.  
 
Reading: Read Chapter 21 Digital Sociology - Deborah Lupton  
 
Key concepts: prosumption, convergence, digital divide, crowdsourcing, algorithms, circulation  
 
Additional references:  
Orton-Johnson, Kate and Prior, Nick 2013. Digital sociology: critical perspectives. Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Kjeldsen, Lena 2016. Event-as-participation: Building a framework for the practice of ‘live-tweeting’ during televised public 
events. Media, Culture & Society. 38(7) 1064–1079.  
 
Beer, D. 2016. Metric power. Palgrave Macmillan.  
 
Kanai, A. 2017. Girlfriendship and sameness: affective belonging in a digital intimate public. Journal of Gender Studies. 
Online Early.  
 
Lupton, D. 2016. The quantified self. Polity Press: Cambridge.  
 
Lupton, Deborah. 2013. Quantifying the body: monitoring and measuring health in the age of mHealth technologies. 
Critical Public Health 23.4: 393-403. 
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Week 12 Environment and Society  
How do different sociological perspectives take into account the relationship of Society to the Environment? Within one 
approach, our ideas about the environment are socially constructed and the role of sociologists is to examine these social 
constructions. This approach can be called constructivism. In another approach, there are constant interactions between 
society and the environment. To understand them, sociologists have to know about the environment, as it is understood 
by science, as well as knowing about how society interacts with the environment. This can be called a realist approach. 
Global Warming is a key topic of interest in society today and sociologists have been interested in working out the social 
causes of this environmental problem. Doing this they are inevitably drawn into political questions about what can be done 
about global warming – assessing whether particular political solutions are likely to be workable – given the social context 
and the environmental, economic and technical constraints on action.  
 
Reading: Sociology and the Environment – Terry Leahy (available on Blackboard) 
 
Key concepts: constructivism; realism; global warming; radical; reformist; collapse; political economy  
 
Additional references:  
Barry, J. 2012. Environment and Social Theory. Taylor and Francis.  
 
Jacobson, G. 2016. The sociology of emotions in a contested environmental illness case: how gender and the sense of 
community contribute to conflict. Environmental Sociology. 2:3, 238-253.  
 
Dyer, Gwynne 2008, Climate Wars, Scribe, Melbourne  
 
Giddens, A., 2009. The politics of climate change. London: Polity Press.  
 
Leahy, Terry 2008 “Discussion of ‘Global Warming and Sociology’” Current Sociology, Vol 56, No.3, pp. 475-484. 
 
Threadgold, S. (2012) “I reckon my life will be easy, but my kids will bebuggered”: Ambivalence in Young  People’s Positive 
Perceptions of Individual Futures and their Visions of Environmental Collapse,  Journal of Youth Studies, Vol. 15, No. 1, 
pp. 17-32.  
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SOCA1010 WEEKLY GUIDE AT A GLANCE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 
beginning 

Lecturer Lecture Topic & Assessment at a Glance 

1. Monday  

Feb 24 

Steve Threadgold 
The Sociological Gaze: Studying Society & Culture 

Read Chapter 1 & 5  

Lectures only this week 

Make sure you are officially enrolled.  

2. Monday  

March 2 

Julia Cook 
Sociological Theory: Easy As! 

Read Chapter 2 & 3 

Reminder: take a Library Orientation Tour 

3. Monday  

March 9 

Penny Jane Burke 
Sex and Gender 

Read Chapter 12 

4. Monday 

March 16 

Steve Threadgold 
Class and Inequality in Australia 

Read Chapter 11 

Quiz 1 OPEN Monday March 16 at 9am and close at midnight on Sunday         

March 22 

5. Monday 

March 23 

Steve Threadgold 
Consumption and Lifestyles  

Read Chapter 8 

LREP DUE: Thursday March 26, midnight. 

6. Monday 

March 30 

Steve Threadgold 
Youth Transitions and Youth Culture 

Read Chapter 6 

 

7. Monday 

 April 6 

Julia Cook 
Globalising Power 

Read Chapter 18 

PODCAST DUE: Thursday April 9, midnight. 

Quiz 2 OPEN Monday April 6 at 9am and close at midnight on Sunday 

April 19. 

  
MID SEMESTER BREAK 

8. Monday 

April 27 

Julia Cook 
Ethnicity, Multiculturalism & Refugees 

Read Chapter 13 

Lecture includes research and library skills.  

9. Monday 

    

May 4 

Kathy Butler 
Australian Aborigines: The Perpetuation of Inequality 

Read Chapter 14 

 

10. Monday  

May 11 

Julia Cook  
Media and pop culture   

Read: chapter 22 

Quiz 3 OPEN Monday May 11 and close at midnight Sunday May 17. 

11. Monday 

May 18 

Steven Threadgold 
Digital Sociology 

Read Chapter 21 

12. Monday 

May 25 

Julia Cook 
Environment and Society  

Sociology and the Environment – chapter available via Blackboard 

ESSAY DUE: Thursday May 28, midnight.  

13. Monday 

June 1 

 
Quiz 4 OPEN Monday June 1 at 9am and close at midnight on Sunday June 7 


